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Prof Ajay Rane OAM
AGES Pelvic Floor Chair

Dr Michael Wynn-Williams   
AGES Pelvic Floor Co-chair & Scientific Chair

Dear Colleague,

Pelvic floor surgery has been a controversial focus of the medical, legal, 
and political world for the last few years, especially with the problems 
associated with surgically implantable permanent materials.  For women 
who have been injured and suffer problems, we must continue to 
provide solutions to improve their health and recognise the issues that 
led to these problems. Loss of quality of life from pelvic floor damage 
due to ageing and childbirth will never disappear and we must look to 

new, collegiate and evidence-based methods of diagnosing, managing 
and understanding this critical area of gynaecological surgery. On behalf 
of the Board of the Australasian Gynaecological Endoscopy and Surgery 

Society and our local organising committee, we are delighted to welcome 
you to Brisbane for the 19th Annual AGES Pelvic Floor Symposium.

The symposium, “More than Gynaecology”, is a multidisciplinary approach 
to pelvic floor medicine with clinical care at its core. Surgical techniques are 
scrutinised to reveal their current and potential future roles in addressing 
pelvic floor symptoms. We need to continue to be forward looking, constantly 
questioning and more collaborative to improve the health outcomes of the 
women we care for. By working in multi-disciplinary teams with allied health 

professionals, scientists, colorectal specialist and urologists we can collectively 
learn and advance ways to improve the health and quality of life of women 
with pelvic disorders.

Our program focuses on the importance of the specialist gynaecologist 
surgeon and their role in the front-line management of pelvic floor problems 

– a founding pillar of our training and knowledge.  The interprofessional
collaboration with the subspecialist uro-gynaecologists, advances and recent
changes in pelvic floor surgery, options for management of urinary incontinence 
possibly without suburethral slings, upskilling in pelvic floor surgical techniques
and methods of teaching surgery to colleagues and trainees in the operating
theatre environment will all be core elements of the symposium. Pelvic pain
management in women with and without pelvic mesh will be explained, explored
and analysed and an essential update on the current surgical mesh situation
in Australia and New Zealand will be presented. Finally, the management and
prevention of obstetric perineal trauma will be explored and debated with an
assembled faculty of Australian and International colleagues.

Our invited faculty includes Dr. G Willy Davila (USA), Prof. Don Wilson (NZ), 
Prof. Lorimer Moseley (Aust), Colorectal surgeons, Prof. Mark Coleman (UK), 

and Dr. Tom Cecil (UK). 

Take the opportunity while in Brisbane to partake in many of the outdoor 
activities the city is known for. Whether it be an early morning cycle 
around Brisbane, bush walking in national parks, exploring rooftop bars 
or push the boat out and compete in the Brisbane Marathon Festival on 
5th August. We can guarantee that you won’t be disappointed.

This year’s AGES pelvic floor symposium is one of positivity and necessity.  
Pelvic floor issues for women remain a huge burden of illness and we must 

look beyond the current controversies and focus on solving the problems for 
women.   Our role as a specialist gynaecological surgeon has never been more 

important and this meeting is one that celebrates collaboration, education 
and collegiality.  We are confident that you will enjoy your time in Brisbane 
with this entertaining and educational meeting with practical approaches 
to improve the lives of the women we care for through a multidisciplinary 
approach. 



Dr Tom Cecil BM FRCS DM, (UK)

A/Prof Mark Coleman MB ChB FRCS honFRCPSG FFST RCSEd MD, (UK)

Dr G. Willy Davila, (USA)

Prof Don Wilson, (NZ)

Colorectal Consultant and Clinical Director Peritoneal Malignancy Institute, Basingstoke

Tom Cecil started as a Consultant colorectal Surgeon in Basingstoke in 2002. He specialises in 
laparoscopic colorectal surgery and peritoneal malignancy surgery. He is the Clinical Director 
of the Peritoneal Malignancy Institute in Basingstoke.

Dr Cecil ran one of the Lapco training centres for laparoscopic colorectal surgery. He has 
developed the Lapco TT courses for different specialities and in different countries.

Consultant Surgeon, Plymouth Hospitals NHS Trust
Mark Coleman is a colorectal surgeon with interests in laparoscopic surgery. He has an 
international reputation in surgical training.

A/Prof Coleman has been a Consultant Surgeon, Derriford Hospital, Plymouth, UK since 2001. He 
was the Lead Clinician  for  Lapco, the National Training Programme for laparoscopic colorectal 
surgery (2008-2013). He was Chairman, External Affairs Association of Coloproctologists, Great 
Britain (2011-2016). He is Chairman, Bowel Cancer West (Charity). Chairman of the Plymouth 
Postgraduate Medical Centre. Associate Professor, Plymouth University Peninsula Schools of 
Medicine and Dentistry. Co-Director Lapco International Consultancy

Willy Davila, MD, Head of Urogynecology and Reconstructive Pelvic Surgery at Cleveland Clinic 
Florida in Weston, Florida.

Dr. Davila has given nearly 400 presentations and has published more than 130 book chapters 
and articles in peer-reviewed journals. He has co-authored 5 textbooks including Pelvic Floor 
Dysfunction: A Multidisciplinary Approach and Practical Guide to Female Pelvic Medicine.

Dr. Davila is the Past-President of the International Urogynecologic Association (IUGA) and 
past-Chairman of the Board of the National Association for Continence (NAFC) in the US

Don Wilson is a urogynaecologist and Emeritus Professor of Obstetrics and Gynaecology and 
Associate Dean, at the University of Otago, New Zealand.

Prof Wilson has been actively involved in many aspects of female urinary incontinence research 
and in particular epidemiological studies looking at the effect of pregnancy and delivery on 
subsequent pelvic floor dysfunction and its prediction and prevention.

Prof Wilson is a past Editor of the Cochrane Urinary and Faecal Incontinence Review Group, past 
Chair of Conservative Management for three of the International Consultations of Incontinence 
and the Urogynaecology Subspecialty Committee of RANZCOG.  He recently chaired the Group 
contextualising the NICE Guideline on Urinary Incontinence in Women for New Zealand.

INTERNATIONAL FACULTY
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GALA DINNER
Venue: Ballroom 1, Sofitel Brisbane Central
Ticket cost: $145.00 per person

FRIDAY 3 RD AUGUST  2018
0700 - 0800 Conference Registration

0800 - 1000 SESSION 1: BOWEL ISSUES -WORKING TOGETHER SMOOTHLY

Session Chairs: Ajay Rane & Stephen Lyons Ballroom 2&3

Welcome

Bowel function - What is normal? - Allison Bryant
Assessment of Colorectal function - How does it direct management? - Chris Gillespie
Constipation - How to push it out! - Natalie Kiel 
Colorectal/Urogynaecolgy Pelvic floor clinic – What is the formula for success? - 
Carina Chow 
Obstructed defecation “How to get it moving again” - Andrea Warwick
KEYNOTE: An anatomic approach to rectocele repair - Willy Davila
Case/Panel Discussion

1000 - 1030 MORNING TEA, TRADE EXHIBITION & DIGITAL COMMUNICATIONS EXHIBITION FOYER

1030 - 1230 SESSION 2: BLADDER MATTERS

Session Chairs: Emma Readman & Salwan Al-Salihi Ballroom 2&3
We are getting older - How are we going to manage incontinence without midurethral 
slings? - Anna Rosamilia
The ‘knack’ and all that: When to start and when to stop - Lori Forner 
The top tier - Re-evaluating laparoscopic colposuspension - Peta Higgs

The Urologists approach to incontinence - Friend or Foe? - Peter Mactaggart

Bugs in the bladder - The biome and recurrent UTI - David Paterson 
Management of Iatrogenic Vesico-vaginal Fistula in Australia - Judith Goh
Managing bladder abnormalities in kids who then grow up and get pregnant - 
David Winkle
Panel Discussion

1230 - 1330 LUNCH, TRADE EXHIBITION & DIGITAL COMMUNICATIONS EXHIBITION FOYER

1330 - 1500 SESSION 3: FREE COMMUNICATIONS

Session Chairs: Peta Higgs & Hannah Krause Ballroom 2&3
1500 - 1530 AFTERNOON TEA & TRADE EXHIBITION EXHIBITION FOYER

1530 - 1730 SESSION 4: PELVIC FLOOR SURGERY

Session Chairs: Simon Edmonds & Robert O’Shea Ballroom 2&3

Training & Pelvic Floor Surgery - Who should we be training?  - Anna Rosamilia 
Consent for Pelvic Floor Surgery - Do we need a lawyer sitting with us in the consultation? - 
Justin le Goullon
Communicating with our patients about pelvic floor mesh - Alan Lam
The distressed specialist - How and when do I get help? - Margaret Kay 
Removal of Mesh - Can mesh only be removed by a “chosen” few? - 
Willy Davila 
KEYNOTE: Surgical Treatment of Pelvic Organ Prolapse - Now and the Future
- Chris Maher
Panel Discussion

1730 Close of Day One

1915 Gala Dinner Ballroom 1
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SATURDAY 4 TH AUGUST  2018
0730 - 0800 Conference Registration

0800 - 1000 SESSION 5: PAIN IN THE PELVIC FLOOR

Session Chairs: Jason Abbott & Peta Higgs Ballroom 2&3

KEYNOTE: Pain Explained - Lorimer Moseley
Pelvic Floor Hyperactivity - Is it such a problem? - Jason Chow
Dear Physio. Please see Pelvic Pain. - Alex Diggles 
Pharmacology: The Good, The Bad…and the Ugly - Jayne Berryman 
What’s up with Pudendal Nerve Pain? - Ken Law
Management of Mesh Pain - Is the pain really related to the Mesh? - Thierry Vancaillie
Practical management of pelvic floor pain for the Generalist - Philip Hall
Panel Discussion

1000 - 1030 MORNING TEA & TRADE EXHIBITION EXHIBITION FOYER

1030 - 1230 SESSION 6: UPSKILLING YOUR PELVIC FLOOR PRACTICE

Session Chairs: Michael Wynn-Williams & Anna Rosamilia Ballroom 2&3

How to teach Surgery - Theories of teaching in the operating room - Tom Cecil
The impact of structured teaching in the operating theatre - Stuart Salfinger
The LapCo Experience - How the NHS upskilled its Colorectal Surgeons - 
Mark Coleman 
Teaching Vaginal Hysterectomy - The ACOG experience  - Willy Davila
Should we all be able to perform laparoscopic sacrocolpopexy? - Alexandra Mowat
Back to the Future - Laparoscopic Colposuspension - Salwan Al-Salihi 
The new world of simulation in Gynaecology Surgery - How can it help me upskill? - 
Emma Readman
Panel Discussion

1230 - 1330 LUNCH & TRADE EXHIBITION EXHIBITION FOYER

1330 – 1430
SESSION 7: THE PELVIC FLOOR MDT
MDT SESSION – HOW WE CAN ALL LOOK AFTER OUR PATIENTS TOGETHER AS A TEAM
Chairs: Peta Higgs and Ajay Rane Ballroom 2&3
PANEL: Jason Abbott, Salwan Al-Salihi, Jason Chow, Willy Davila, Lori Forner, Chris 
Gillespie, Adrian Guest, Philip Hall & David Winkle

1430 - 1500 AFTERNOON TEA & TRADE EXHIBITION EXHIBITION FOYER

1500 - 1645 SESSION 8: OBSTETRICS AND THE PELVIC FLOOR - WORKING TOGETHER

Session Chairs: Rachel Green & Alexandra Mowat Ballroom 2&3
KEYNOTE: Prevention and Prediction of Pelvic Floor Dysfunction—UR-CHOICE! - 
Don Wilson
The patients perspective of birth trauma - Amy Dawes
Consent for SVD without paternalism?  - Harsha Ananthram
OASIS in Paradise? The Pacific Island OASIS Program - Hannah Krause
Episiotomy - Reduce pelvic floor trauma in the first place - Ajay Rane 
Panel Discussion

1645 - 1715 DEBATE: “Do you solemnly swear to look after my pelvis in this pregnancy and delivery?” - 
Don Wilson & Jenny King

Session Chairs: Jason Abbott & Willy Davila

1715 Close of Conference

*Program is correct as of 07/27/18 & is subject to change without notice*
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AGES gratefully acknowledges the following sponsors and exhibitors 

Platinum Sponsor of AGES

AGES Educational Training Partner Gold Sponsors of AGES 2018

Double Exhibitors Single Exhibitors
Boston Scientific Aspen Australia Coloplast Pty Ltd

Endotherapeautics High Tech Laser

Medical Devices Pty Ltd Regen Lab

Ultramed Pty Ltd

Prizes and Awards Best Oral Free 
Communication
Sponsored by AGES

Best Digital Communication 
Presentation
Sponsored by AGES

BENEFITS 
STICK.  
TISSUE 
DOESN’T.  

It’s more than just a coating on the jaws. It’s: 

∙ Less sticking1,†

∙ Less eschar buildup1,‡

∙ Fewer cleanings1,§

It’s	more	efficient	patient	care.

Nonstick nano-coating makes these new 
LigaSure™ devices better than ever

LigaSure Impact™ 
device

LigaSure™  
Blunt Tip device

LigaSure™  
Maryland Jaw device

Medtronic Australasia Pty Ltd 
2 Alma Road, Macquarie Park NSW 2113 Australia   
Tel: +61 2 9857 9000 Fax: +61 2 9889 5167 Toll Free: 1800 668 670

© Medtronic 2018 All Rights Reserved. ™* Trademarks of respective owner. Energy 413-06-18 ANZ. #4700-022018

REFERENCES
† Instances of tissue sticking to jaws measured over 110 seals per device.  
‡ Eschar buildup assessed using optical imaging analysis after 20, 40, and 60 seal and divide cycles. 
§	Cleaning	effectiveness	assessed	after	each	of	two	cleaning	cycles.
1. Based on internal test reports #RE00062678, #RE00034755, #RE00073194, #RE00063136, #RE00057355, #RE00071599,

Energy 413-06-18 AGES half page AD.indd   1 2/7/18   9:46 am

SPONSORSHIP & TRADE EXHIBITION

Avant Mutual 
Professional Development Alliance Partner
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RPA Surgical  
& Robotic  
Training Institute

We are currently offering Basic TR100 Multiport Xi training for URO, GYN, GYO, 
All GEN, THR.  The lab is fully certified by ISU to offer these courses. The facility 
is open from Tuesday-Friday every week and the TR100 is from 8am-4:30pm. 
We will also offer advanced TR300 courses and nursing coordinator courses 
which will be advertised separately. 

For enquiries please 
contact us via email:  
davinci@device.com.au  
or speak to one our 
dedicated da Vinci Surgery 
Product Specialists.

Device Technologies in collaboration with Intuitive Surgical, 
are proud to announce that the Royal Prince Alfred Surgical  
& Robotics Training Institute is now open.  

©2018 Applied Medical Resources Corporation. All rights reserved.  Applied Medical, the Applied Medical logo design and marks designated with a 
® are trademarks of Applied Medical Resources Corporation, registered in one or more of the following countries: Australia, Canada, Japan, South 
Korea, the United States, and/or the European Union.  1776AD0118

INTRODUCING
®

I N T E L L I G E N T  E N E R G Y  S Y S T E M

• Utilizes breakthrough advanced bipolar technology
to optimize energy delivery.

• Introduces a unique advantage by embedding the
intelligence within each device key.

• Provides latest technology with each new handpiece.

Gold
Sponsor

AGES
2018

To learn more, please visit us at www.appliedmedical.com 
or by calling Australia 1800 666 272 | New Zealand 0800 644 344
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ART PRIZE

SHANNON HAMILTON 2018/19

ART PRIZE 2019/20

Shannon Hamilton was the winner of the 2018/19 AGES 
Art Prize. Shannon’s work will be featured on the cover of 
the AGES Pelvic Floor Symposium XIX, Focus Meeting 
2018 & AGES XXIX Annual Scientific Meeting 2019. 

The 2019/20 AGES Society Art Prize is now open, for more information on how to enter please visit the ages 
website, www.ages.com.au/ages-events/ages-society-art-prize/ 

Platinum Sponsor of AGES

AGES Educational Training Partner

Gold Sponsor of AGES 2018

Gold Sponsor of AGES 2018

SPONSORSHIP & TRADE EXHIBITION

Stryker is one of the world’s leading medical technology companies and, together with our customers, is 
driven to make healthcare better. We offer innovative products and services in Orthopaedics, Medical and 
Surgical, and Neurotechnology and Spine that help improve patient and hospital outcomes.

As a global leader in medical technology, services and solutions, Medtronic improves the lives and health of 
millions of people each year. We use our deep clinical, therapeutic, and economic expertise to address the 
complex challenges faced by healthcare systems today. Let’s take healthcare Further, Together. 

Learn more at Medtronic.com.

Applied Medical is dedicated to developing and providing technologies that enable advanced surgical 
procedures and optimise patient outcomes. It is our mission to achieve this while also reducing healthcare 
costs and offering unrestricted choice. Applied is committed to advancing minimally invasive surgery by 
offering clinical solutions and sophisticated training, including workshops, symposia and our simulation-based 
training programs.

More recently, Applied has proudly introduced the Voyant® Intelligent Energy System which utilises a 
breakthrough technology to obtain a higher resolution view of the tissue as it changes, optimising the delivery 
of energy to create a permanent, fused seal. The Voyant 5mm Fusion, Open Fusion and Fine Fusion devices 
provide intelligent energy for a wide range of procedural needs. The intelligence of the Voyant system is 
uniquely embedded in the device key; allowing an unlimited potential for future instruments. 

For over 25 years, Device Technologies has been pioneering possibility in the Australasian healthcare landscape 
– seeking out and bringing to market, some of the world’s most advanced healthcare products. From high-
quality consumables to advanced theatre equipment and robotics, Device Technologies is Australasia’s largest
independent provider of medical solutions and technologies. Partnering with the world’s most innovative
medical companies, we offer a comprehensive range of supplies with client care at the core of our values. Our
dedicated team of over 650 highly skilled healthcare specialists and support staff, is committed to providing
superior outcomes for healthcare professionals and their patients across the entire healthcare community.

http://www.ages.com.au/ages-events/ages-society-art-prize/


AGES Events 2018/19

AGES Pelvic Floor Symposium 2019
Sheraton on the Park, Sydney
1st & 2nd November 2019

AGES XXIX Annual 
Scientific Meeting 2019
Crown, Perth
7th - 9th March 2019

AGES Focus Meeting 2019
in conjunction with The World Endometriosis Society
Grand Hyatt, Melbourne
2nd & 3rd August 2019

2
NOVEMBERNOVEMBER

9
MARCH

3
AUGUST

1
NOVEMBER

8
MARCH

2
AUGUST

7
MARCH

AGES Focus Meeting 2018
QT, Canberra
2nd & 3rd November 2018

2
NOVEMBER

3
NOVEMBERNOVEMBER

AGES Cadaveric Workshop
MERF QUT, Brisbane

Dissection Workshop:
1st December 2018

1
DECEMBER

FREE COMMUNICATIONS

SESSION 3: FREE COMMUNICATIONS
FRIDAY 3RD AUGUST
1330 – 1500
BALLROOM 2&3

Fariba Behnia-Willison 
Treatment of Vaginal Mesh Exposure with 
Platelet Rich Plasma (RegenPRP®) and 
Regen Extracell-membrane

Sapna Dilgir
Adenexectomy Via Vaginal Natural Orifice 
Transluminal Endoscopic Surgery

Lauren Kite
Evaluating the effect of adding hyaluronic 
acid to local anaesthetic in pudendal nerve 
blocks for the treatment of pudendal 
neuralgia – An observational study

Mugdha Kulkarni
Video presentation: VITOM a viable 
alternative for teaching vaginal surgery

Mugdha Kulkarni
Fosfomycin : The New ‘Easy’ Therapy for 
UTIs?

Jessica Lowe
Is there an optimal location for mesh 
fixation in sacrocolpopexy?

Claire McGannon
Long-term voiding function following 
retropubic midurethral sling

Tran Nguyen
Pelvic Floor Medicine with CO2 laser and 
Platelet-rich Plasma: Chance, Change, 
Challenge

Basia Slusarczyk
The Outcome of TVT-O Procedure with 
Cough Test in Theatre under Local 
Anaesthesia and Sedation: Retrospective 
Case Series of 111 Women

DIGITAL COMMUNICATIONS
EXHIBITION AREA

FRIDAY MORNING TEA, 1000-1030

Myriam Girgis 
Anti-NMDA-receptor encephalitis and 
ovarian teratoma

Myriam Girgis 
A rare case of massive hemoperitoneum 
with a finding of an Allen-Masters window 
in a patient on therapeutic Clexane for 
hepatic vein thrombosis

Deborah Hawkins
Contained Power Morcellation

FRIDAY LUNCH, 1230-1330

Pattaya Hengrasmee
Does Bilateral or Unilateral Fixation 
Matter for the Surgical Outcomes of High 
Uterosacral Vaginal Vault Suspension 
Procedure?

Alexandra Limmer
Laparoscopic excision of a large para-
rectal mature cystic teratoma

Jessica Lowe
When complications arise with mesh

Elliot Mackenzie
Vaginal hysterectomy and unilateral 
uterosacral ligament suspension in a 
unicornuate uterus with solitary kidney 
mullerian anomaly.

Andrew McIntyre
Multidisciplinary dual console robotic 
hysterectomy with stage IV endometriosis

Andrew McIntyre
Vaginal evisceration following colpocleisis 
and sacrocolpopexy

Tran Nguyen
Surgical management of interstitial ectopic 
pregnancy

Nina Reza Pour
Parasitic Leiomyoma after Open 
Myomectomy

Awards will be presented 
at the Gala Dinner
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Intelligent insufflation
• Differentiated operating modes
• Introduction of Robotic and TAMIS

Integrated smoke evacuation 
• Designed to maintain a stable surgical

site while removing surgical plume

Heated and humidified CO2
• Conditioned CO2 designed for reduced

laparoscope fogging and improved
internal moisture

One source to satisfy all insufflation needs

Enhanced visualisation   •    Adaptive control    •    Product consolidation

Designed to 
optimise your 
visual experience

PneumoClear  

next level insufflation 




